NEW DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA LAW IMPACTS DISTRICT BUSINESSES

EFFECTIVE NOVEMBER 1, 2008

Under the Business License Processing Adjustment Act of 2008, the District of Columbia began requiring nearly all entities engaging in any business transaction and paying business taxes in the District obtain a General Business License beginning November 1, 2008.  It is estimated that more than 10,000 previously unlicensed businesses are now required to obtain a General Business License.

The staff at Incorporating Services, Ltd.’s Washington, DC office is available to assist you with many of the services you may need to bring you into compliance with this law and direct you to the appropriate resources as necessary, eliminating frustration and confusion. 
As part of the registration process to conduct business in the District of Columbia, most businesses are required to register their entities with the District's Office of Tax and Revenue by submitting Form FR-500, the Combined Registration Application.  By filing this form, the Tax and Revenue office will determine if a company is liable for any type of tax to the District of Columbia.  If not, the company is NOT required to obtain a basic business license. Form FR-500 may be submitted in person or filed online with the Office of Tax and Revenue.  ISL can provide you with the necessary forms and help with filing should you require our assistance.
Once it has been determined that a company must obtain a General Business License, ISL can assist you with completion and filing of the BBL EZ-Form with the Department of Consumer & Regulatory Affairs (DCRA).  The form cannot be submitted online.

In addition, the Business License Division of DCRA separately requires appointment of a registered agent to act on behalf of each company obtaining a license.  ISL can provide you with registered agent services for the purpose of this license.

The cost for the General Business License is $100.00 per year and will be charged by DCRA biennially.  An application fee of $70 and a $25 activity fee will be due with your application.  The total cost to DCRA for a General Business License will be $295 every two years.  
Note that the Business License and associated fee requirements are separate from any requirements that the Corporations Division may have for your entity. 

Any business that does not submit a completed application by the applicable deadline may be subject to a $2000.00 fine, any additional penalties and fees.  Those entities that seek to be deemed exempt must submit an exemption request certificate by the same deadline set for submission of the business license application.  If you believe you are exempt, you may contact ISL for an Exemption Request Certificate form.
Exemptions to who must obtain a license include, but are not limited to:

● Entities licensed by (professional license) or that have their activities regulated by a local, state or


national certification board or body
●
Entities where the principles of the business are required to maintain a local, state or national certification board or body licensure
●
Entities that are not registered with the Office of Tax and Revenue and/or have not completed the combined business tax registration form
●
Entities that have a BBL for their primary business activity (not applicable for all endorsements)

If you have a District of Columbia domestic entity, the deadline for obtaining your first license is based on the zip code of your company's billing address with the Office of Tax and Revenue.  If you have a foreign entity qualified/registered to do business in the District of Columbia, the deadline is based on your state of incorporation.  (see Attachment for schedules)

Additional information is available through the District of Columbia’s web site at www.dcra.dc.gov.

  If you would like assistance with any of the above, ISL is able to provide the following services:

1.
Assistance with obtaining the appropriate forms and delivering your completed 


FR-500 application to the Office of Tax and Revenue 



$55.00
2.
Assistance with completing and filing the required business license application 

with DCRA 








$85.00
3.
Registered agent service for the sole purpose of DC Business License 


requirement






           $100.00 annually 

If you would like ISL to act as your registered agent, please contact us for consent.

Information regarding contacting ISL’s Washington, DC office is provided below.  Please call us today to find out how we can serve your success!

ISL, headquartered in Dover, Delaware, with a full service office located in the heart of Washington, D.C., is a premier supplier of nationwide corporate, UCC, federal agency and foreign embassy services, including incorporations, corporate filings, registered agent services, corporate record retrievals, UCC searches and filings, US Department of State authentications and foreign embassy legalizations.

email: DCorders@INCserv.com  
phone: 202.386.7575 · 877.531.1131 
web: http://www.INCserv.com 
Incorporating Services, Ltd is a service company and cannot provide legal, financial or tax advice. 

Deadline for entities with a 
Washington, DC billing address with the 
Department of Consumer & Regulatory Affairs:

	Zip Code
	Deadline
	Zip Code
	Deadline

	20001
	April 30, 2009
	20013
	May 31, 2009

	20002
	May 31, 2009
	20015
	December 31, 2008

	20003
	June 30, 2009
	20016
	January 31, 2009

	20004
	January 31, 2009
	20017
	July 31, 2009

	20005
	December 31, 2008
	20018
	January 31, 2009

	20006
	July 31, 2009
	20019
	December 31, 2008

	20007
	February 28, 2009
	20020
	May 31, 2009

	20008
	April 30, 2009
	20024
	December 31, 2009

	20009
	August 31, 2009
	20032
	July 31, 2009

	20010
	March 31, 2009
	20036
	March 31, 2009

	20011
	January 31, 2009
	20037
	February 28, 2009

	20012
	December 31, 2008
	
	


Deadlines for non- District entities:
	Domestic State
	Deadline

	AK, AL, AR, AZ, CA, CO
	December 31, 2008

	CT, DE, FL, GA, HI, IA, ID, IL
	January 31, 2009

	IN, KS, KY, LA, MD
	February 28, 2009

	MA, ME, MI
	March 31, 2009

	MN, MO, MS, MT, NC, ND, NH, NJ, NM, NV
	April 30, 2009

	OH
	May 31, 2009

	OK, OR, PA, PR
	June 30, 2009

	NY, TX, VA
	July 31, 2009

	RI, SC, SD, TN, UT, VT, WA, WI, WV, WY
	August 31, 2009


